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Ex-Cop Soys 
Ray Boasted 
He Shot King 


Washington 

In a bizarre series of events^ 
the House Assassinations Cornnfife 
tee yesterday presented sworn t^v; 
timony by a f ormer London police^, 
man that James Earl Ray ha<f! 
bragged about killing Dr. Martin?* 
Luther King. t 

But the panel then conceded j| 
that the detective had left Scotland^ 
Yard following a series of charges | 
that raised doubt about his honesty. 1 

The policeman, Alexander An- 1 
thony Eist, now a Cambridge pub-f 
keeper, did not testify in person^ 
Instead, Representative Samuel Lgf 
Devine, (Rep-Ohio) read aloud theS 
21-page transcript of an interview! 
that Eist gave under oath to com-f 
mittee staff members two weeks 1 
ago. 

In another curious twist, Coy > 
Dean Cowden, a former mental 1 
patient who once claimed that he \ 
could give Ray an airtight alibi by 
proving Ray was several blocks 
away from the murder scene at the 
time King was shot, admitted to the l 
committee that he had fabricated 
the whole story. Cowden testified 
that he was more than 400 miles j 
from Memphis at the time he said i 
that he saw Ray in a service station j 
at the moment of the killin g } 

In an interview tape recorded ! 
August 4 at the Greenman/s Pub, - 
which Eist owns, the former Lon- 
don policeman said Ray expressed at/ 
hatred of blacks and boasted that 
“for him to have shot a black man ' 
of note in certain parts of America 
would make him into a national 
hero.” 

Eist, who said he was assigned I 
to guard Ray day and night after J 
Ray’s arrest at the London airport 1 
June 8, said that Ray admitted 1 
killing King during the course of L 
long, rambling conversations. 

The policeman said that Ray 
“was quite proud” of the crime. 

Rav. who pleaded guilty to the 


April 4, 1968 murder of the civil 
rights leader, said Eist’s assertion 
was “probably the most damaging 
statement that has been made 
against me.” But Ray insisted, “It is 
false.” 

Mark Lane, the assassination 
theorist who is acting as. Ray’s 
attorney, ducked out of the com- 
mittee room while Devine was 
reading the Eist statement. When 
he returned. Lane dramatically said 
that he had been informed by 
telephone by a London lawyer, 
whom he did not name, that Eist 
was fired from Scotland Yard “in 
disgrace.” 

“He has been placed on trial 
for taking bribes and for involve- 
ment in jewel robberies,” Lane 
said. “On numerous occasions when 
he testified in court, he fabricated 
testimony. 

“If all this is true and the 
information was in all the newspa- 
pers as my informant told me and 
you produced this evidence any- 

Back Page Col . 1 
| jPram Page 1 

tv 

j way, it is the most irresponsible 
^conduct in the history of Congress 
- - - this is outrageous conduct ” 

: Lane said. 

Committee ►members did not 
dispute Lane’s version of the 
events. One member conceded dur- 
> ***£ a ^reak in the proceedings that 
itha panel’s staff was “aware of 
l ^legations against Eist.” 

t 

3 After reading the interview 
‘ transcript, Devine said, “This com- 

mittee just received this informa- 
I tion and is not necessarily accept- 
ing the story as true.” He said that 
the staff would investigate Eist’s 
j; background to assess his credibility. 

j Shortly after the Eist state- 

4 ment was presented, the committee 
1 postponed further testimony by 
1 Ray until November. 

Not much later Ray was led 
from the hearing room to begin the 
trip back to prison in Tennessee 
where he is serving a 99-year 
sentence. The committee then 
produced Cowden, the man who 
had offered Ray an alibi. 

u Cowden, a former commodities 
broker who said that he spent some 
$me in the psychiatric ward of a 
veterans hospital in Memphis in 
1974, told Lane last year that he had 


seen Ray in a Texaco service station 
about a half mile from the Lorraine 
Motel at the time King was shot 
while standing on the balcony of 
his motel room. 

Lane related the story — which 
seemed to support Ray’s claim that 
he was trying to get an auto tire 
repaired at the time of the killin g 
— in “Code Name Zoro,” a book he 
wrote on the King assassination last 
year. Cowden told essentially the 
same story to the National Enquir- 
er, which used it last October as the 
basis of a story that contended Ray 
did not kill King. 

On the comittee’s witness 
stand, an apparently nervous Cow- 
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COY DEAN COWDEN 
An alibi denied 


den admitted yesterday he had 
made the story up. He said that he 
told it at the urging of Renfro Hays, 
a private investigator who Cowden 
said had hoped to “make a million 
dollars” out of the King case. 

Another witness designed to 
shake Ray’s story was GisteU Peters, 
a 75-year-old, wheelchair-bound 
woman who was counter clerk at 
an Atlanta laundy and testified to 
the authenticity of laundry tickets 
that show Ray, pnder an alias, left 
ctothing at her ' shop on April 1, 

The committee has introduced 
the tickets as evidence Ray was in 
Atlanta, stalking King, on that date, 
just three days before his murder. 
Ray has denied he was in Atlanta at 
that time. 
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